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PRESS RELEASE
Bournemouth & District Multiple Sclerosis Society and CAB project celebrates one year of success. 
A service which began a year ago for people affected by Multiple Sclerosis has reached its first anniversary by achieving a major milestone.

The Citizens Advice Bureau in Poole and the Bournemouth & District Branch of the  MS Society have been working together to ensure that all those affected by MS can get access to professional advice on benefit, entitlements, financial difficulties, housing and employment issues, both quickly and easily.

By the end of October, when the service was one year old, over 160 people had accessed this service and £126,000 in additional support had been obtained.

Branch chair, Tim Worner stated “We are delighted with this new partnership – it means we are now able to better serve people in the area affected by MS.   The gains obtained for those affected have far exceeded our expectations, and shows how much a service like this is needed.
Poole Bureau manager Richard Bristow said, “Welfare Reform changes to the social security system are leading to a great deal of uncertainty and for people with a fluctuating condition like MS will result in their existing claims being reassessed.  It is vital that those who are the hardest hit by the changes being made have access to detailed advice and information”.

The service, funded by the Bournemouth & District MS Society branch, is open to anyone affected by MS.  People can access the service by contacting Poole CAB directly, or through the Bournemouth and District MS branch at The Osborne Centre, Church Lane, West Parley, Dorset, BH22 8TS  (01202) 570300 
Poole CAB is based in Lagland Street Poole and can be contacted in person or by telephone on (01202) 670716.

Notes to Editors:

· The MS Society (www.mssociety.org.uk) is the UK’s largest charity dedicated to supporting everyone whose life is touched by multiple sclerosis (MS), providing respite care, an award-winning freephone helpline (0808 800 8000), specialist MS nurses and funding more than 80 vital MS research projects in the UK.
· MS is the most common disabling neurological condition affecting young adults and an estimated 100,000 people in the UK have MS.
· The Poole Citizens Advice Bureau is a Charity which provides free, impartial, confidential and expert advice on a wide range of legal issues.
· Poole CAB saw over 6000 people in 2010/11 who were assisted by the bureau’s team of 60 highly trained volunteer advisors. 
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